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SUBJECT: ISTANBUL AIRPORT TERRORISTS SENTENCED TO 
LIFE IMPRISONMENT 

REFERENCE: ISTANBUL 4244 

1 . AT TWO HOUR COURT SESSION MORNING NOVEMBER 16, ATTENDED BY 
CONGEN EMPLOYEE, DEFENSE PRESENTED ITS CASE FOR TWO PALESTINIAN 
TERRORISTS WHO ATTACKED EL AL PASSENGERS AUGUST 1 1 AT ISTANBUL 
AIRPORT. AFTER DEFENSE PRESENTATION JUDGES CONSULTED FOR ABOUT 
30 MINUTES, THEN RETURNED TO COURTROOM TO PRONOUNCE LIFE SENTENCES 
FOR BOTH DEFENDANTS. 
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2. IN DELIVERING SENTENCE, HEAD OF THREE JUDGE PANEL STATED 
COURT HAD UNANIMOUSLY FOUND TERRORISTS GUILTY OF 
MULTIPLE MURDER WITH PREMEDITATION, WHICH NORMALLY CARRIES 
DEATH PENALTY. HE INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT COURT HAD TAKEN 

INTO ACCOUNT FACT THAT DEFENDANTS HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOWN THOSE 
KILLED (WHIVH APPARENTLY LESSEND THE ELEMENT OF PREMEDITATION 
IN CRIME). IN ADDITION, COURT ALSO TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION THE 
FACT THAT THE TERRORISTS DID NOT RESIST ARREST OR DIRECT THEIR 
ATTACK AGAINST TURKISH POLIVE AT AIRPORT. CONSIDERING THESE 
EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES. COURT REDUCED SENTENCE TO LIFE 
IMPRISONMENT RATHER THAN DEATH AS PROVIDED IN TURKISH LAW. 

3. DEFENSE, AS IN PAST HEARINGS. LARGELY DEVOTED TO ENUMERATION 
OF SUFFERINGS OF PALESTINIANS. BOTH OF DEFENDANTS' STATEMENTS 
WERE SHORT, ENDING WITH CRY OF "LONG LIVE THE TURKISH PEOPLE, 

LONG LIVE THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE". SECURITY WAS 

EXTREMELY HEAVY IN PACKED VOURTROOM, AND PROCEEDINGS WERE 
CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY SOME FIFTEEN MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES INCLUDING 
TWO CAMERA CREWS. 

4. DURING COURT PROCEEDINGS, 

PROSECUTION WAS NOT VALLED UPON FOR CONTRIBUTION NOR WAS PRIVATE 
ATTORNEY WHO WAS RETAINED TO REPRESENT INTERESTS OF TWO ISRAELI 
CITIZENS INJURED IN AIRPORT ATTACK. IN CITING EXTENUATING 
VIRCUMSTANCES FOR REDUCING DEATH PENALTY TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. 
COURT DID NOT REFER TO PROSECUTION S RECOMMENDATION THAT COURT 
EXERCISE THIS OPTION. 

5. DEFENDANTS NOW WILL UNDOUBTEDLY APPEAL SENTENCE AS IS 
CUSTOMARY. MEANWHILE, TWO TERRORISTS WILL REMAIN IN PRISON 
AND JUDGE INDICATED SENTENCE IS TO DATE FROM TIME OF THEIR 

ARREST. SECOND HEARING IN TRIAL ON CHARGE OF ILLEGALLY IMPORTING FIRE 
ARMS 

AND EXPLOSIVES, PENALTY FOR WHICH IS EIGHT TO FIFTEEN YEARS’ 
IMPRISONMENT, SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 19. 

OGDEN 
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